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have already seen, the whole British naval and milifary
vhich had been concentrated in the Bay of New York and on
Tsland before the 13th of July, gave, as yeb, no indicalion of
g0 or manner of their intended attack. Their movements
alternately to indicate an immediate readiness, and then a
:im]ecisi()n. At this time, also, dispatehes were received from
wnd, announcing an important change in the Trench ministry,
@ prospect of a general continental war, in which England
‘be involved. The conjecture that the tenor of these dis-
rendered the British eommanders exceedingly cautious, and
nxious for o reconciliation, was further strengthened by the
on the of 17th of August, of a flag of truce from the British
t was borne by Tord Drummond, who had alrendy fwice vio-
his pavole given to the American general while engaged in
» diplomatic errands, and the conciliatory overtures which he
were indignantly spurned hy Washington, who availed
1 of the opportunity to administer his lordship a severe rebuke
ormer duplicity. :

ton, meanwhile, lost no time in providing against every

tons marked 42" (424 Highlanders) were found on its site. In
1812, this fortification was restored and ealled ¢ Fort Lawrence.”

6. On the lund of Johannes Debevoise and Rutgerl Yan Bronl,
Lalf way botween the Jumaica road and Brower's mill-pond, prob-
ably between Atlantie and Paeifie, Nevins and Bond streets, o res
donbt was erected, mounting five guns, and ealled ot Greenc,

7. About at the junction of Clinton and Atlantie strects, on a very
stoep conieal hill, called Ponkiesbergh, and otherwise known as “ Cob-
ble Hill,” was a fort of three guns. Its tronches ascended spirally
to the top, where a platform was laid for the ennmon; from whiel
cireumstance it devived the nickname of “Corkserew Fort,” It corid
manded Fort Stirling, on the Heights, and on that account wis w: ey
lower hy the British during their subsequent occupation, for fen
that it might fall into the hands of the Continentals, in which cusd
Fort Stirling would have been untenable.’

1o procise location of this fort ennnot now ba ascartained. Lossing (Feld Bool of
v, i, S06) and Dawson (Sattles of America, 1. 144) deseribe it as being * ab the head
the tunnel of the Long Tsland R. Hoad, in the vicinity of Boerum and Atlantie atreots,
which is manifestly Incorreet, Gen. J. G, Swift, undor whose superintendenes the 1
ware reconstrueted, ind Cobble L Fort rebuilt during the war of 1812, in o Tetter 4
the sutlhor, designates the spot s marled (1860} by o Little willow-tros on the sou
il of Atlantie strect, near Clinton,  ‘The Havings Bank, on the corner of these streo
is algo pointed ont ue the site; and Farman, M Notes (Oct,, 1835), says that “ubogl
A0 yenrs uge, it wus currently reported sbout Kings County, that the spot of grouil
about LU feet northeasterly from the eorner of Atlantic and Court streets, then in the
Jeed Hook lane, and near the foot of o fortifleation then fnawn ax Coltil it i {
aftorwaeds, in the war of 1812, ns Fort Swift, was haunted by the wplrit of o m
man,”  As nearly a8 wo enn describe it, Cobble Hill rose from old Red Hook L
gwallowed up by Court street, on the block now bounded by that street, Atl
Pacifie, and Clinton streets, and was nearer to the Court street end of the bluclk
before stated, this fort was strengthencd in 1814, and eallod Fort Swift,  Foree 17
pan wad also strengthened nod ealled Fort Gresne,

In describing the sites of these fortifications we differ, ae will be seen, from Mr. |
ging; but we do so with the respeet which i due bim as having been the i
abtempt theie precise loeation.  In addition to o better opportu for extended oxp

v to our Revolutionary poriod that history will not willingly let die, but
eription ani maps of localitics are too vague to bo entively satisfactory, The
Furman, who possessed the inborn antiquarian spirit of aeeracy in details,

ed, in ipt, mueh i ing material rel o these points, which
pory {reely drawn upon in the compilation of this history.
o defences were by no means despleable, is i 1 by the fuct
of them were retained and strengthened by the Britigh during their subse-
mtlon of the lsland.  Major Holland, of the British engincers, testificd
ore well aud solidly made, and according to the rales of fortification, and
il hawve been Leld by o sufficient force for o long time, but that thaey had
tirely completed,  We also have the following direet testimony of Licut.
cxperionced British officer, published in his Travels in North America (vol.
t 0 small distance from the town (Brooklyn) are some considerable heights,
¢ the city of New York, On these is erected o strong regular fort (now Fort
i four bustions, T doscribe the works thrown up by the Americans on

quntion, nnd with that more intimate acquaint with the to] hiienl | ition] : ; A
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the rogion, whieh a loenl historian may be presamed 1o have, we have also enjoysd ﬂmbcwli:?:;:’w'{:ﬁl:l;u:mnt;mt:;ﬁ;':":h::::ﬁzc i:':';;:ﬁ:f'":‘;]"h‘”::w
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advice and nssistanes of Mr, $15.48 LupLay, the well-known Burveyor, whis Iml vintag aind ling, but works of great strength, that Tam at o

Stephen Ludlam, survoyed the old lines when they were comparatively plain, the
notes of which survey are still in his son's possession. From Mr, Ludlnm’s exbensive o
Yeetion of farm mape, ete,, as well ag from his long aequaintanco with, and recolle |
Brooklyn s it tas before brick and mortar had completely changed its fenturo,
have gleancd many faets of great use to us, both in this and other portions of our Wil

Al Long Tsland and Brooklyn historiwes, previous to Mr. Lossing, have Do
tented with rehearsing the statements of Gen. Joremiak Johnson, who hag pro

6 for their so hastily abandoning them, as they were eortain by such a

up New York. 1 am induced to believe that Gen, Washington thought
png were go paniestruck after the engagement, as our troops pumned thom
lines, that they would not stand an assaull; and if his lines wore carried
Iu.fhm was 10 place of retreat, and that his army must inovitably have



