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terprise along the water front of the Litchficld estate,! will eventually
laim and make valuable for commercial and manufacturing purposes an
mense arca of the city, hitherto quite valueless.

I 1852, Mr. Edwin C. Litchficld purchased tho old Cortelyou estate, extending
the lower half of the block between Tenth and Eleventh avenues down to
cond avenue and the Gowanus eanal, and bounded on the gides by First and Fifth
ets.  For this property ho paid §150,000, and by subsequent purchases of adjoin-
L owners, ab o, cost of about §100,000, became the proprictor of nearly a square
‘within the limits of the city. Upon 4 high bluff; between Ninth and Tenth
1;193 and Third and Fifth streets, he erected a superb mansion, at a cost of
060,000, which was known as Litchfield’s Castle, and hag gineo boen incorporated
the Prospect park limits. In considering plans for the improvement of his
it aren of unproductive city lots, he saw that the first necessity was a good road-
* aeross the meadows.  His square mile of land consisted of about half upland
| half meadow or swamp, Fifth avenue being the boundary line betwoen the two.
ifth avenue down across the meadows toward the canal, there was not one
3t made in the whole mile, not one in a mile and n half, in fact, from Ninth
to beyond Warren street.  Third street, ag it stood on the map, was about
vay. But the expense of building that street ncross the meadows would evi-
be enormous, it. would require at least a quarter of a million of dollars, and
fhe property wholly unproductive as it was, and eating itself up in taxes,
d not bear.  Availing himself therefore of the sudden manin for commissions
tho Atlantic boulevard project inaugurated, Mr. Litehfield secured the ap-
ent by the legislature of a commission for the improvement of Third strect.
previously improved at his own expense, First street from Ninth to Fifth
8; Fourth avenue, across the meadows on his property ; Fifth street, from,

f his estate into fair condition for building, and this seetion of the city within
uHb three years, has entered upon a rapid career of improvement. The water
bf the Litchfield estate is 1,000 feet ; but, not content with the dock and wharf

 Brooklyn Improvement Company, of which he is president. This company
v making three slips or branch eanals, leading out of the Gowanus canal
The first leaving the Gowanus canal at Fourth strect, runs in a slanting

of low water and sixteen or more at high water. It extends six hundred
venty-five feet from the canal, and affords one thousand four hundred
yator front, at which a dozen canal boats can discharge at onco, leaving
o room for others to pass in and out. The two other branch canals are
¢ hundred and fifty-seven feet in length also. One leaves the main canal at
|troot, and the other at Sixth street, and both run up almost to Second avenue.
to be one hundred feet wide and the same depth as the first.  Mr. Litchfield
d docked the side of the Gowanus canal along his property, and has filled in
ndod the wharf for two hundred and fifty foet back from the canal, and on
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